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was evident here. But this kind of arro-
gant, egotistical abuse of a public trust 
nobody can forgive. In fact, I have won-
dered whether the cost of those gratu-
ities exceeded the costs of the gifts 
that Mr. Espy was charged with receiv-
ing. Watch gifts may not be criminal; I 
find them certainly offensive. 

Mr. President, as we go into the de-
bate we will have this year on whether 
we renew the Office of Independent 
Counsel—something, I predict, will not 
be done—let us not aim all our fire at 
the excesses of Kenneth Starr, or his 
tactics, or his misstatements of the 
facts to the Attorney General, or even 
some of the lies that came out of his 
office. Let us not focus just on that. 
Let’s look at people like Donald 
Smaltz, a man who showed what hap-
pens when somebody of limited talent, 
of questionable ethics, of no integrity, 
how they can act when they are given 
unbelievable power, unlimited budget; 
and we in the Congress should ask our-
selves whether we want to continue 
this. 

The Office of Independent Counsel, 
when filled with good men and 
women—and there have been some very 
good men and women of both parties 
who have been there—who follow the 
restraints that prosecutors would nor-
mally expect to have, have done a good 
job. But when it is filled by people who 
would serve with a sense of self-aggran-
dizement, it hurts the whole Nation. It 
hurts an awful lot of innocent people— 
people found innocent by juries, people 
found innocent by appellate courts, 
people whose reputations are be-
smirched and their bankrolls exhausted 
by the actions of unconscionable, in-
competent, out-of-control persons like 
this man. 

Mr. President, I may speak more on 
this. I have tried to restrain myself in 
my comments about him today and to 
give him the benefit of the doubt. I 
have probably given him the benefit of 
the doubt more than he deserves. 

Mr. President, seeing no one else 
seeking the floor, I suggest the absence 
of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to speak as in 
morning business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

(The remarks of Mr. KERRY, Mr. 
KOHL, and Mr. JEFFORDS pertaining to 
the introduction of S. 918 are located in 
today’s RECORD under ‘‘Statements on 
Introduced Bills and Joint Resolu-
tions.’’) 

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I suggest 
the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to address the Sen-
ate for 10 minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mrs. LINCOLN. I thank the Chair. 
f 

AGRICULTURE SUPPLEMENTAL 
APPROPRIATIONS 

Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to bring attention to a situation 
that grows more dim with each passing 
day. My colleagues and I came to the 
floor before the Easter recess and ad-
dressed this very issue. 

The Farm Service Agency has de-
pleted many of its accounts, and quick 
passage of the supplemental appropria-
tions bill is absolutely vital to replen-
ish these funds and to get our farmers 
back into the fields. 

I was very pleased with USDA’s 
emergency action on March 26 to keep 
loan money available and to keep tem-
porary employees on staff. However, 
that funding has run out in many 
areas, and Congress has yet to com-
plete action on the bill. 

The billions of dollars in agricultural 
credit authority contained in the bill is 
literally the only hope of staying on 
the farm for hundreds of Arkansas pro-
ducers and many farm families. 

In Arkansas, we need an additional 
$41 million for FSA’s loan programs. 
We are experiencing the largest USDA 
credit demand since the mid-1980s. As 
of April 23, our State FSA offices had 
delivered more than $179 million in 
credit assistance. 

Due to bad weather, low prices and 
poor outlooks, the need for Govern-
ment-guaranteed credit has increased 
substantially this year. Our agricul-
tural industry is on a deadline with 
Mother Nature, and it cannot wait any 
longer. 

The timeliness of this legislation 
cannot be overemphasized. For those of 
us in Southern States, our planting 
time has already come and is just 
about gone. We are in dire straits. All 
farmers across this Nation are in dire 
straits. It is so very important for us to 
act in this body in a timely fashion in 
recognizing this problem. 

In addition, I take this opportunity 
to express to my colleagues that agri-
culture is vitally important to all of us 
across this Nation and to the rest of 
this world. It seems that every time I 
turn on the television, there is another 
story applauding the unbelievable suc-
cess of our Nation’s economy. 

Unfortunately, not every segment of 
our society is sharing in this period of 
economic bliss. The agricultural com-
munity nationwide is suffering. 

USDA economic projections for 1999 
do not offer much hope for relief in the 

immediate future, and it will fall upon 
our shoulders to explore the short- 
term, as well as the long-term, policy 
resolutions to farm revenue problems. 

It may not be the most popular issue 
of the day, but every one of us enjoys 
the safest, most abundant and most af-
fordable food supply in the world today 
produced by American agricultural 
growers. 

This safe and abundant food supply 
will not be there for this Nation or for 
the world if we do not support our fam-
ily farmers at this critical time. Once 
those family farms are gone, they will 
no longer be back in production. 

I certainly thank the President for 
allowing me to talk about this and to 
reiterate to my colleagues how abso-
lutely important it is. 

f 

IN HONOR OF SENATOR DAVID 
PRYOR 

Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to do something that I know my 
fellow colleagues in the Senate will be 
very interested in, and that is to pay 
tribute to one of the Senate’s esteemed 
graduates and a role model for all 
Americans, former Senator David 
Pryor. 

As a young woman and a former Con-
gresswoman from Arkansas, I have al-
ways looked up to Senator David Pryor 
for his intelligence, his dedication, his 
tenacity and his compassion for his fel-
low man. 

Now, I have found a new reason to ad-
mire my former colleague and long- 
time friend. For those of you who don’t 
know, last week David Pryor left his 
current post at Harvard’s Kennedy 
School of Government. 

No, he didn’t take a job at Yale or 
even an Ambassadorship. He has gone 
to Kosovo. Not as a diplomat or as a 
U.S. official, not even as a Harvard pro-
fessor, but as a hands-on volunteer who 
is helping care for Kosovo refugees in 
Albania. 

I am sure that many of you who 
served with David Pryor and already 
know him as a great humanitarian are 
not in the least bit surprised by this. 

Senator Pryor recently signed on 
with the International Rescue Mission, 
a New York based group which was 
started by Albert Einstein to help 
those suffering under Hitler’s regime. 
The organization is currently building 
shelters and assembling sanitation sys-
tems to improve living conditions for 
thousands of displaced Albanians. 

Senator Pryor loaded up his suitcase 
with gifts for the refugee children— 
candy bars and crayons. And he told 
the International Rescue Mission that 
he was going there to work for 30 to 60 
days. 

Some may ask what prompted David 
Pryor to take this step. By all ac-
counts, he has had a remarkable ca-
reer—serving as a Senator and the Gov-
ernor of my home state and the state 
legislature as one of its youngest mem-
bers. 

He has been able to continue his love 
of politics by teaching young people at 
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